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TO THE 


Ls 


Reader, 
= E following Letter was lately writ for 
fadion of of a private perſon, and 
is now publiſhed for the uſe of thoſe who 
are in danger rather of being irighted than Ar- 
gued out of their Religion. 1 how the Ro- 
man Church has a ſort of HeEtors abroad, who 
having raked together all the Aggravatians of Schiſna 
they can, when they endeavour ta profelyte people of 
ordinary capacities, they fall foul upon them, 
and with extraordinary Zeal affwre them, they 
are in a way that can never bring them to Heaven, 
their Church is guilty of Damnable Schiſmi, and 
1nleſs they return into the boſom of- the true Ca- 
tholick Church (by which they mean their own) 
there is neither hope nor poſhbility of their Salva- 
tion. Many are fo ignorant and — - 
to ſuffer this courſe to. unſettle them. 
ten it happens, that if they have not ſpeedy = 
to Men of greater: oy Ws Skill, andho 


To the Reader. 
than thoſe Bigots be, they are quite loſt. Such is 
therr-Confidence and mportunity;- they ſpeedily 
overcome a common Modeſty ;- when people wa- 
ver and are under ſuch an indilpoſition, they will 
too eaſily embrace the DoEtrines of that Church 
wader-their dilguilc... Thus have you a reaſon of 
this publication , and why it comes forth im ſo 
homely a drels. 
© The: Fa&tors for that Church are. very” buſy, 
and when one Stratagem fails, they ſuffer not phat 
to diſcourage them, but ſet upon jome other ;" Tay 
when | their greater attempts ſucceed not, they 
ſtill- perſiſt, and: ſeem reſolved to mutate, unto the 
laſt; their great Patron and Maſter, of whom 
the: :Proverb - ſaith, He will play at ſmall 
game, rather than fit out. May their Con- 
Rancy, Induſtry. and Zeal m that bad Cauſe 
make every {1ncere' Proteſtant, every true Eng- 
liſh man out of love with 1azinels and formality, 
yea make every one at leaſt equally vigorous, dili- 
gent and earneſt for the: Defence and Propagation 
of. .his\ moſt holy Faith. T do not mean by the 'uſe 
of* thoſe Treacherous and Diabolical means 
they - uſe, - but of thoſe only which comport with, our 
Religion. . T his. countenances.none but what are 
Charitable and Juſt. h oy 
We 'camot be too watchful againſt ſuch Ene- 
mies, 


To 'the' Reader. 


mies; nor :t0o\diligent in. endeavourme td 
the ſpreading of: therr poiſon aud. Pn *' '& 
it not to be lamented - the Children of this 
world ſhould in; their generation | be. wiſer 
than the Children of Light? -'Tjs an Argument 
of Cowardife and unfaithtulnefs: when people are 
remils and carelels, whilſt their Adyerſaries are 
ſo laborious and afiing, | 
The \Papiſts are: a dangerous people, eſpecially 
thoſe of the Jeſuitical Faction. Their Prmciples 
and Prattices are both inconſiſtent with the peace 
and welfare of any tolerable and well-model'd 
Government im the world. And therefore though 
Private Perſons muſt not uſe any violent and furi- 
ous Courſes againſt them ( for that were to be Pa- 
piſts under a better profeſſion) yet thoſe who have 
the Execution of Juſtice committed-to them, may, 
ought, and it is to be hoped will effeftually inflit 
thoſe Puniſhments and Severities' on them, their 
Unpeaceable, Traiterous and Rebellious po- 
{tions and practices deſerve. It ſhall always be one 


part of my Prayer.that people may lead quiet and Joc 1. 7. 


peaceable lives in all Godlineſs and honeſty ; 
' And that Magiſtrates and Officers -may'be ſtrong 
and very couragious, obſerving to do accor- 


ding to all the Law ; 41d that they may be £*% 18: 


able men, ſuch as ſear God; men 'of Truth, 
hating Covetouſneſs. This 


To the Reader.. 
This fort of people bave already been by their 


abode among ft us, that Curie to us, which God 


foretold the Iſraelites, the Canaaniriſh Idolaters 


Numb. 33- 
$$» 


would be to them, if tolerated among ſt them. They 
have been pricks in our eyes, and thorns in our 
ſides, and have vexed us in the land where- 
in we live. And ſhould they now, (after all the 
warnings we have bad, after all the attemprs they 
have made againſt us) find favour,. and be ſuffered 
to live (and peaceably we fee they will not live) 
among ſt us, and enjoy thoſe priviledges they bave 
hitherto had, T am perſwaded they will in time effeft 
our ruine, by ſuch ways, as none but their own 
miſchievous fancies can imagine. There is 
no reaſon we ſhould expeFft Peace , quietneſs | and 
ſafety, whilſt we do voluntarily make our 7 a 
prey to them, who deſire not any thing more. 

Did they ufe none but gentle methods for the 
furthering of their Dereſtable — Religion (as 
they call it) ſome milde chaſtiſements might be 
their puniſhments. But fmce ſuch courſes do but 
make them worle, more wicked, infolent, and 
daring , fince they have ſo often manifeſted to the 
world and (© lately too, that they ſtudy all the 
Ares of Cruelty and Murther, yea do daily in- 
vent and prattiſe new ones, they deſerve accor- 
ding to all the Rules of Equity and Juſtice, of 
Reli- 
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Religion, Conſcience and Reaſon to have"'the 


utmoſt ſeverities inflified on them which can be due 
to the moſt Barbarous and inhumane Villains. 


There is no ſuch thing as Medicina per verba : Sermon 
Words and talk will never cure the Diftem- te 
s of a Nation. If in good earneſt 'we peersams. 


would be rid of this Legion, and fay as oit j3,59/5; 


Lord, to the deaf and dumb ſpirit, go ont, _ 


and enter no more ; (what ſhall I ſay? — in canowy, 


ſhort) Solomon's Rod for the back of fools, Prov. xix 


thac grow troubleſome or dangerous (as it * 
may be prepard and manag'd) is a very 
powerful and effeftual Exorciſm.. If any 
think our Religion and Intereſt may be ſecure 
though this ſort of people be mt utrerly exrirpared, 
notwithſtanding they give us ſuch ſrequent proof of 
their deſigns and intentions, I muſt needs think 
their Intelle&tuals are very dark, or that they 
are more than half what the Papiſts themſelves be.. 
IF T be miſtaken m their Character, I ſhall defire 
them to pauſe a. While bn this Apalogue. A poor 
man Travelling thorough a Country Village with a 
Pike-ſtaff on his ſbouller, was very furiouſly af- 


faulted by a huge Cur. T he poor than ntanagins his 
ſtaff with as much dexterity as he could, happened' 


at laſt to kill the Dog. T he owner immediately appre- 
bends him, and bringing him before the Jude, alledged' 
| that: 
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To-the Reader. 
that. he "bad ſlain js. ſervant, which) defended his 
life, houſe, and. goods, and” therefore demanded ſas 
tisfattion.. T be Tudge inclining more (on ſome bye 
accounts) to reſþett the Plaintif, than the juſtice 
of the Cauſe, . reproyed, the poor Fellow very ſharply, 
and peremptorily, commanded him to make-ſatisfatti- 
on, or elſe be would commit hum to Priſon; T be 
poor man not only, thought , but made bold to ſay, 
that would be a piece of myjuſtice,,” becauſe be killed 
the Dog in his own! defence. , Sirrgh, firrah, ſaid 
the Judge, you ſhould have. turned the ab end 
of your ſtaff, and, not the pike,. ſo, the Dogs, life 
had been ſaved and your ,qwn.in n6 danger. True 
Sir, ( ſaid the Fellow) if the Dog woutd have turn- 
. ed bis Tail and bit me with that, "and not his Teeth, 
then we ſhould both have parted quiet. 


March 21. 
1680. 


The ERRAT4. 


Page 5. line 2. read and 1do enolitedge, as tn a different 
Charatter. p.8. 1. 11: r. were. -p.9.1. 1.r.-Acts of that-Coun- 
Cl. p. 10. {, 9, dele More, 


— 
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TOMY 


' Honoured Friend © 
M® M. 7. 


Madam, 


HE Roman Emiſlaries have been a long 

time, and till are, mightily concerned to 

| propagate their own Cauſe, and Proſelyte 

others to their Religion. For obtaining of 

theſe ends they do commonly uſe more ways than 

are juſt and good. I will not infiſt on the cruel, 

Bloody, and Un-chriſtian practices their Religion 

doth countenance and approve, and which they 

have often attempted, though (praiſed be God) hi- 

therto in a great meaſure in vain, in reference to 
theſe Nations. 

They are commonly uy unfaithful in relating the 
Dofttrines of their own Church, and extreamly un- 
juſt in caſting very groundleſs and extravagant Af- 
perfions on the Proteſtants. And if I be not ve 
much miſtaken, it is no ſmall prejudice to any Cauſe 
when its Patrons and Propagators are aſhamed to 
own it in its native colour, or do ſtudy mainly to 
rail at, and diſparage the contrary. 'Tis no good 
ſign whilſt men labour to win others to the Church 
of Rome, by repreſenting -_h Dodrines — 

than 


WT 


[2.] 
than that Church; hath determineds and; to ſhake 
peoples conſtancy to their own Communion, by forg- 
ing moſt malicious InveQtives againſt it. Would the 
Learned Men of that Church deal ingenuoully, and 
tell men plainly, and without any Equivocations, 
what thoſe Dodrines be, wherein they- differ from | 
the Proteſtants, and which are peculiar to their 
Church, laying alide their hard words and unintel- 
ligible diſtin&ions, I am perſwaded none would turn 
Papiſts, who were not either prodigioutly ſtupid, or 
ele deſperately wicked. 

Though I do not poſitively determine whence it 
is, that men of great reading, and of rational and 
ingenious diſcourſe for the main, do either adhere to 
that Church, or ſometimes forſake a better Commu- 
nion to joyn with her; yet ſuch would do well to 
conſider ſeriouſly, whether Intereſt do not ſway more 
with them than Religion? Saint Paxl ſpeaks of ſome | 
who received wot the love of the Truth that they 

2 Theſl. 2. wight be ſaved - And immediately he adds, For this 

10,1. cauſe God ſhall ſend them flrong deluſions, that 
they ſhould believe « lye : (o that this needs not to 
unſettle you at all. 

Be it what it will, that has ſuch a curſed influence 
on them, I am fure it is diſingenuous and baſe, as Im- 
pious, as Uncharitable, to endeavour to draw others 
mto their own Damnation, by hiding their Errors, 
and aſfaring them their Church doth teach nothing 
but what is innocent and good, till they have ſedu- 
ced them too far to be retrieved. Thus deal they 
with thoſe they would Profclyte, as others do with 
Boys they would ſteal; tell them of nothing that is 
dangerous and hnrtful till they are ſure of them, 
though afterwards they condemn them to the worſt 

kind of drudgery and bondage. Their 
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Their other Artifice by which they endeavour to 
create irreconcilable prejudices in Te gnen againſt 
the Proteſtant Religion in general, and the-Chureh 
of England m particular,” (I meart that of raifing and 
ſuggeſting falſe' accuſations againſt them, and 
ing them moſt unjuſtly with crimes' of the deepeſt 
dye) is as wicked and unchriſtian, and an Artifice 
they do as frequently make uſe of as the former. 

That theſe are ſome of their uſual methods, 'ts 
evident enough, both by the Books _ have writ, 
and the Diſcourſes they have had with thoſe they 
have laboured to win over to their Church, and the 
acknowledgments even of (ome, who have been fo 
unhappy. as to yield themſelves up to their perſwa- 
10Ns. 

[t may ſuffice at-preſent, to mind you of the fub- 
ſtance of that- Paper you received from one of 
the Church of Rowe; who being of your acquain- 
tance did attempt to ſhake your conſtancy to the 
Church of 'Ergl/and , and win' you over to that-of 
Rome. What he faith is very agreeable to what they 
of that Church have often Printed, and more- fre- 
quently ' afferted. in their private converfe.”- But if 
you pleaſe to conlider what I ſhall add to every 
branch of it, to diſcover how unreaſonable and 
all his affirmations be, I hope you will be in fome 
meaſure fatished, that the Stratagems they of Rome db 
commonly uſe for the gaimng ot Profclytes; are very: 
unbecoming the Chriſtian Religion. 


He both miſrepreſents the Doftrine of that Churc 
concerning Image-worſhip (the pornt you' inftanced 
in which you could not be reconciled-unto) -and 
without any planhble pretence, Magiſtertally declares 
The Charch of England, 7] all other Churches not 

a : 
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in Communion with that of Rome, guilty of Schiſpr. 
From hence he takes occafionto declainfreely againſt 
every one who-is not of that Church, alerting His 
Condition mbre than haz ardons, whilſt be conti- 
wits bis ſeparation '\from-her. She being (as he ſaith) 
the. only True. Ancient, and Apoſtolick Church'in 
the World: This is a way proper enough to be- 

uile and deceive \Ignorant and uninquiring people, 

t it will not fatisfie thoſe who are judicious, and 
think it not ſafe to alter their Religion, becauſe of o6- 
ther mens Confidence and Uncharitableneſs. 

He tells you, The Do@rine of that Church is not 
to be judged of, by what the Scholmen, and ſome 
private DoGors have taught, but by*what ſhe bath 
publiſhed in her Councils. And that notwith- 
ftanding be doth acknowledge they" bave Printed 
ſeveral things unadviſedly concerning Image-wor- 
ſhip, yet be muſt aſſure you this reflefFs not on what 
that Charch doth teach; Her Do@Grine being wery 
different from their private Opinions. This indeed 
appears plauſible at firſt fight, but on inquiry, I can- 
not diſcern any reaſon why their ſenſe and Interpre- 
tation of the-Councils may not be as Authentick as 
his. I confeſs there may be ſome pretenders to par- 
ticular Churches, who may-publiſh their own private 
ſentimentsz and thar it would be highly unjuſt to 

ſuch Fenets as the DoQrines of that rch. 
Bnt | ſee not the hke reaſon to excuſe a Church from 
thoſe Dodrines which are' publiſhed by men in her 
Communion, when approved and recommended to 
the world by the higheſt Authority, and in the 
moſt ſolemn manner appointed by that Church 
for that end. However I am willing to conſider the 
Dodtrine of that Church in the pretent inſtance, by 
the 
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the meaſure he propoſes, viz. The Second Council 
of Nice, and do acknowledg the Council of Trent 
doth refer to this Council in this particular. | 
After a'long Harangue concerning 43s greet Tra- 
vel;,. his diligent and impartial peruſal of the'Fa- 
ther, Conncils, and the Writings of all the Learn- 
ed. and moderate men he could hear of, of what 
perſwaſion ſoever; yea notwithſtanding his parti- 
cular obſervance of the pratice of that Church in 
moſt parts of Europe, and: his converſing with the 
Members of other. Churcher : \After a great” com- 
mendation of himſelf on-all theſe and ſome other ac- 
counts (by which means oo: doubt he expeRed to 
obtain. your belict of what: he ſhould afterwards af- 
firm) he tells-you. be cannot ſee any thing in that 
Church touching the Worſbipping: of Imager, but what 
i4 wore than innocent, even highly commendable, 
and exatly agreeing with what the Second' Coun- 
cil of Nice hath decreed in this point. Which is 
(faith he) no more,than that an honorary reſpe&® aud 
veneration be given to the Imager of Chriſt; and 
his Saints, ſuch as is given tb the Books of the 
Holy Goſpels, to the Sacraments and | other 8a- 
cred things : The Council having often and expreſ- 
ly denyed Latria to be dne to them. : 
This brought to my remembrance the Literato in 
Bocalini, who porn Apolio with an Eloquent 
Oration he had compoſed in praife of the preſent 
Age; and being asked whether he had confidered the 
Ape he had ſo highly commended, as he ought,. and 
with what Spectacles he bad view'd and contempla- 
ted it? Anſwered,.. He had not only view'd the 
Courts of great and famous Princes, the moſt accu- 
ratcly that he could, but had. Travelled over the 
greateſt 


[6] 
oreateſt part of Europe, in all which Courts and Coun- 
tries, he. had diligently obſerved, the lives. of thoſe 
who command in chief,'and their faſhions who obey- 
cd; * and that he had obſerved nothing in them, but 
whit was highly" to be' praiſed. But mm paſling his 
jadgment on all the partietlars of the preſent Age, 
which appeired to him to deſerve praiſe, he not aid- 
ing himſelf by any Spectacles, made uſe only of the 
eyes of his judgment, which he ey, na were not 

m-fighted. Apol/o Replyed, That ſurely he had 
written that his Oration in the dark, for the true 
ſtate of the preſent Age could not be ſeen unleſs a 
man did put the pureſt pr Spe&tacles on his 
Noſe. Andcaifin an excellent pair of Spectacles tobe' 
given hit, he bid him view the preſent Age through 
them, which he had no fooner done, but he faw a 
World full fraught with Cozenage, Tricks, and Plots, 
where nothing was more ſtudied than how to hurl 
mens Neighbours into wicked prattices, by falſe pre- 
tence of ſan&tified meanings. "The Lzterato was ve- 
ry unwilling to believe what he then ſaw was rhe 
Age he had commended in his Oration : But Apolo 
affir'd him it 'was really fo. Whoever lays afide 
partiality, conſiders things ſeriouſly, and reads the 
Council in a clear light, will difcern ſomething more 
in it, than you are told of. Your Friend either read 
the Council in a different light from that whereir! I 
read it, or elſe he underſtands the words in a dif- 
ferent ſence. Which is'in the right I willingly ſab- 
mit to any indifferent perſons determination. And 
will now acquaint you as briefly as I can, with a few 
particulars I take notice of, in, and relating to thar 
Councl|. | 

1, This Council was purely defigned for the pro- 
moting 


[7] 
moting of Image-Worſhip,. and more , eſpecially in 
oppoſition. to the Council of Conſtantinople, which 
had ſeveral years before been very ſtrict and ſevere 
againſt 1t,, and the ja 2h occaſions of it.  . - 

2. They were ſo reſolved for this ſort of Worſhip, 
they could even fanCtiftie any thing, however evil 
uy Places It either was in it ſelf, or appeared fo 
to them, if it were likely to afftift and farther them 
in this buſineſs. For Example. Taraſ/#s. being. a 
Laick, was advanced to the Patriatch(hip of Conſtan- 
tinople; which did greatly diſguſt Hatirias then 
Pope at Rome, when he firſt heard of it. But his 
being for Image-Worſhip made amends for every 
thing, rendred him, well qualified for the Place and 
Office , yea obtained his -Holinefles approbation: 
Though he eſteemed him before, . an illiterate and 
unworthy perſon, one that could not be admitted to 
that Office without violence to all the Eccleſiaſtical 
Canons; yet when he underſtands he would be firm 
and zealous for Image-Worſhip, he conſents he 
ſhould be Patriarch, yea afterwards calls him the 
moſt Blefed and Univerſal Patriarch. This was one 
of their Infallible Sirs, 

3. This Council or Synod was firſt called at Com- 
ftantinople, but becauſe the Conftantinopolitans 
were ſo.very much againſt what was now poRage 
ly intended. (viz. the introdufion of Image-Worſhip, 
and the eſtabliſhing it by a Law) that it cou 
not ſucceed there, it was Celebrated at Nice in" B/- 
thynia, a place they thought more convenient for 
this work, and where they might carry it on with 
leſs oppoſition. Now fuppoling this Worfhipping of 
Images were neither Idolatrous, nor Superſtitions, 
tet all the world judge, whether 350 Bithops were 
not 
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cot well imployed, when they Aſſembled, and laid 
their heads together ſo ſolemnly, about ſuch an idle, 
trifling concern as this is at beſt? For granting it could 
be made manifeſt that there is no hurt nor danger 
in this Worſhip (which I am perſwaded can never 
be) yet I am ſure they cannot prove it either necc(- | 
ſary or uſeful. 

4. Being met together they ule a great many 
Formalities, and would fain perſwade the world they 
have a great deal to fay for themſelves, and the 
Worſhip they now come to eſtabliſh, and impoſe up- 
on the Church. But for my part I can diſcern ve- 
ry little more than a multitude of fooliſh and ill fra- 
med ſtories, very impertinent Citations, and moſt of 
them out of Authours univerſally acknowledged ſpu- 
rious, and moſt illiterate, and odd kind of Interpre- 
tations of Scripture, and ſome of the wildeſt Anſwers 

Deſes. F- that ever any pretenders to Learning framed to Ob- 

- 4% jeftions. Audeo dicere (faith the Learned Crakan- 

tre Archi- Bhorpe) ſi ea primium que parerga ſunt, & ad id quod 

epi. palate volunt probandum aliena ;, tum impoſinre ac menda- 

P-4% ia detrahantur , vix viginti ſententiolas ex tam 
grandi Atorum iſftins Synodi volumine, reliquas 
fore. IT dare ſay if you take away the plain im- 
pertinences, and groſs lies out of this Comncil, 
there will not remain above twenty Sentences in 
the whole Volume. Very agreeable unto this, 1s that 
Cenſure of the Council of Frazk ford which he im- | 
mediately annexes to his own. Pere omnia in tis 
ſomniorum imaginationibus, & ſantaſticis quibuſ- 
dam obumbrationibus ſimilia ſunt, & pente nihil eſt 
ibi, quod non ſomnii vanitatem, aut alterius cujuſ- 
dam deliramenti hebetudinem redoleat, cundag; 
enterioripalato deguſtata, inſipidum inſulſumque [/ 

porem 


porem referuut. FE e an thing in the 
Council, but idle nie ot ; manned and 
what muſs needs offend: any. 

This, is that Council,. your Friend a he bet ch 
Gang, vn The moſi Auguſt and Venerable ride af 
upon Earth 

5s. This Council decrees Veneration to by due to 
Inge, and, 0 a; all thoſe who queſtion or 

be it, P/ who profeſs this Veneration, but.do 
Ro ar tO {das it by external, Worſhip, .., 

6. To juſtific it ſelf; it declares this Veneration (is 
not due , becauſe of the matter of 'which. the may. &s 
are made, but becauſe of the perſons they are 
ligned to repreſent, 

7. Now there being a great difference berwixt the 
perſons whoſe Imagesare made: uſe of} in that-Church, 
there, muſt likewil be a difference inthe Worſhip 
and, Veneration to be. paid thems,. For an equal Ve- 
neration. cannot be due to every Image,, whillt, the 

perſon repreſented by one, .and-fgr- whole fake the : 
Verlation becomes due, differs much in point of ex- 
cellency, from, the perſon . repreſented» by another 
Image. And to preyent out Errous here, 'the Coun- 
cil lays down a Rule for the proportioning our Wor- 
ſhip to every. Image : Which 1s, .To. give the. ſame 
"Worſhip tothe! Image which belongs unto the Anti- 
type. As the Relation/the Image has to! what it re-/ 
preſents, is. the reaſon why Veneration is decreed-dye 
unto it; ſo this Veneration is to. be defined by the- 
exccllency of what .is repreſented : the Council. af- 
{1igning this. reaſon for " becanſe'the Worſbip' (gow: 
unto the Antitype.' | -/ 

8. Theſe general Rules being laikdown, the'Coun- 
cil thought. fit to- omit inſtancing, in the. Images " 

C God, 
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God , or ofthe Trinity ; t h it is far enough 
from prohibiting ſuch pay 6 ORR that of Trems doth 
ſuppoſe them. And therefore moſt of its determina- 
tions refer to the Images of Saints. Indeed, here, it 
pretends to require only an honorary Veneration. 
But what it names thus, with the Worſhip annexed 
by It, and the Council of Trent, viz. Kneeling, 
Bowing, Proſtration, lighting of Candles, and burn- 
ing of Incenſe, &*c. is more more than can be rati- 
onally ſuppoſed due to the Saints themſelves. And 
as this is not all, that Church doth decree due to 
Saints, ſo neither is it juſt to imagine this Council 
did delign no more, unto their Images. For (ince 
the fame Worſhip is due to one, as to the other, what 
Worſhip ſoever that Church did decree dueto Saints, 
this Council muſt be ſuppoſed to decree due to their * 
Images. And if we conſider what that Church did 
teach concerning Invocation of Saints, and perform- 
ing to them other parts of Worſhip, which were 
anciently comprehended in the word Latria, the 
ſame being according to this Council, to be given 
to their Images; we have not only juſt reaſon to 
charge them with, giving them more than is their due, 
but with flat Idolatry. However let them call this 
Worſhip by what name they pleaſe, that fignifies not 
one ruſh, nor will it in the leaſt alter the nature of 
the Worſhip, or abate the fault. And God having 
appropriated unto himſelf all Religious Adoration 
and Worſhip, Exod. 20. 5. Revel. 19. 10. it is abo- 
minable Idolatry to give any of it, by what name 
ſoever it be diſtingui , to-any Creature. Indeed 
they are apt when preſſed with this, to fall foul on 
the Church of Exgland, and charge the ſame fault 
on Her, But they will be weary of this, if they pleaſe 

tO 


[11] 
to conſider the difference there is, betwixt makin 
any thing the objet of Religious Worſhip, an 
afing any thing as an occaſion to excite ns, to the 
paying of Religious Worſhip unto God 3 and how 
much the impo ing of a thing differs, from the bare 
recommending of 1t. 

I do not find that the Church of Rome doth allow 
any ſort of Worſhip to be due only unto God, unleſs 
it be the offering of Sacrifices. And according to her 
notions, ſhe appears defeCtive even in this particular, 
fo that it is only in words ſhe wwbert 1.0 1 this un- 
to him. For albeit, many underſtanding Learned 
men have deliberately enough declared the Maſs to 
be no proper Sacrifice; yet the afferts the contrary, 
and ſeems to go too far in applying this unto Saints. 
For ſhe appointeth Maſles to be Cllebrated in Ho- 
nour and Remembrance of the Saints. And though 
the Council of Trent is pleaſed to diſtinguiſh betwixt 
the doing this in remembrance of them, and offeri 
it unto them z yet I am ſure our Bleſſed Saviour di 
not inſtitute his Supper, in remembrance of any but 
himſelf alone, L»k, 22. 19. 

According to the rule before mentioned, they may 
and ought to perform any a& of Worſhip to the 
Images of Saints, which they may to the Saints them- 
ſelves. And whether all this do amount but to an 
Honorary Veneration, I ſubmit to any ſober judg- 
ment. However, the ſame Worſhip muſt be due to 
the Images of God, and of the Trinity, as is due 
(according to their own rule) to the Antitypes, un- 
leſs they can produce ſome good reaſon, why we 
muſt be more unjuſt to theſe, than to the other : For 
ay have not yet decreed the uſe of fuch Images un- 
a 
C 2 9. Tis 
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9 *'Tis true, the Council doth deny Latriz to be 
due to Images. Bur if you take this word.in. its an- 
cient and proper {1gnification, and as comptehending 
whatſoever was a part of Divine Wor ſhip, then it 
denics that to be due, which at the ſame time it de- 
crees due. No doubt they had more reaſon for the 
one than for the other. Indeed they do herein con- 
tradict themſclves : But it is their own fault, they 
cannot ſpeak properly on this occaſion. When men 
will advance and defend any Idolatrous Worſhip, and 
yet pretend they deſign no ſuch ws. as Idolatry, 
It ceaſeth to be a wonder if they are infatuated, and 
do ſpeak contradictions. 

But ſuppoſing what they decree due to the Images 
of Saints were not truly Latria, (which they can ne- 
ver prove, till they have razed the Second Command- 
ment out of mens memories as well as out of their 
own writings) yet this denial can only relate to thoſe 
Images whoſe Antitypes cannot claim itz for it muſt 
be due to the other, unleſs the Council may be ac- 
knowledged very inconſiſtent with it ſel For this 
cauſe it 1s, the Papiſts have coined a diſtinction , 
which they commonly make uſe of, when nothing 
elſe will fave their credit, viz. Abſoluteand Relative 
Latria. 

That this was really the deſign of the Council, 
may appear by ſeveral expreſſions in the Council, af- 
ftirming that by the worſhip of Images, we are car- 
ried undividedly unto the indiviſible Deity, And 
by the wild and extravagant Anſwers they make to 
thole Objeftions, the Conſtantinopolitan Fathers 
had Jaid in their way. - And by the praQtice of that 
Church fince. © For I hope, your Friend will not re- 
jet the Pontifical, Rituals, and other Authentick 
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Offices of that Church, as not agreeing with; this 
Council, though he deal fo ſeverely-with:the Temets 
of particular Schoolmen and DoForr. And-in theſe 
Latria is as well declared due, as given, unto the 
Croſs. 

10. The Council doth expreſly decree not only that 
we muſt pay Images an Honorary Worſhip, but that 
we muſt uſe them to bring the perſons repreſented'to 
our minds, .and to lead us to their originals, and to 
make us partakers of SanCtification. Which laſt is 
an expreſſion, that will not ſound very well, un- 
leſs ſome favourable interpretation be found out for 
It, 

11. I cannot find that by Latria they underſtand 
any thing elſe, than the Worſhipping ſomethin 
with a belief and perſwaſion that it is God. With 
this pretence, the Papiſts have of late endeavoured 
to vindicate themſelves from the charge of [dolatry. 
And Mr. Thorzdike having, I ſuppole, little elſe to 
ſay for them, has on the ſame account, acquitted 
them from this crime in his Juſt Weights and Mea- 
ſures. But if this were enough to excuſe men from 
Idolatry, I think moſt, if not all who are charged 
with it in Scripture, or by the Ancient Fathers, were 
as little guilty of it as the Papiſts be. That of Jali- 
an is a known inſtance, who notwithſtanding he 
acknowledged, and profefied one God, and Worſhip- 
ped the God of Abraham, Tſaac, and Jacob, was 
yet condemned for a notorious Idolater by the Chri- 
{tian Church, 

Who ever will impartially conſider all this, will 
ſcarce find a ſufficient reaſon to excuſe that Church. 
from Idolatry. And therefore I think 1 may juſtly 
conclude, all your Friend doth ſuperſtruft on the ac- 
cqunt 
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.count and commendation he hath given you of his 


Church in this particular, doth of its own accord fall 
to the ground. And if it be duly conlidered, will 
be an unanſwerable Argument to hinder your yield- 
ing up your ſelf to that Church, to whoſe Commu- 
nion he would perſwade you. 

He tells you (again) this is all their Church doth 
either Teach or Praiſe, (Concerning their Do- 
Qrine | refer you to what I have already writ. Con- 
cerning their Practice, I will only deſire you to read 
three or four Pages in the Biſhop of Hereford's Let- 
ter concerning Peptſh [dolatry, and the laſt Chapter 
in Dr. Brevints Book named Sax! and Samuel at 
Endor, who were both eye-witneſles) That this is 
it the Proteſtants have made wy a noiſe about, 
and falſely called Idolatry. That hewce it plainly 
appears they are errant Schiſmaticks, it being im- 
poſſuble they ſhould make good the charge of Tdola- 
try againſt that Church, and conſequently juſtifie 
their ſeperation from it. Though he appears warm 
in proſecuting the Proteſtants, and charging $chi ſm 
cloſe ow the Church of England for ſeparativg 
from her Mother the Charch of Rome; yet he writes 
n0 more than what (he faith) the Learnedeſt of our 
own Communion have been neceſſitated from the evi- 
dence and merit of the Canſe publickly to acknow- 
ledge. And that he at preſent writes after Mr. 
Thorndikes Copy, who was of great and deſerved 
fame in this Church. Having magnified Mr. Thorn- 
dikes jadgment in this of Schiſm, and told you how 
dangerous it is to adhere to a Schiſmatical Commus- 
mion, he entreats you to conſider your Soul is con- 
cermed, and for its ſake to return to the Church of 


| Rome, in whoſe Communion aldne your Salvation 


can be ſecured. This 
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This I take to be the ſubſtance of the latter ang 
his paper: Wherein I diſcern not any thing, but an - 
high vaunt, an unskilful application of general terms, 
and a miſunderſtanding of particular Authors. 

Before I do particularly reflect on what he aſlerts, 
I will deſire you to-take notice of theſe things. 

I, That all Churches are originally Equal, and 
Independent. 

2. That Idolatry is not the only thing that can 
juſtifie a ſeparation from any Church. 

3. That Mr. Thorndike doth ſuppoſe the Refor- 
mation of this Church to be grounded on ſomething 
diſtin& from the charge of Idolatry on the Church 
of Rome. 

4- That though particular Churches ought to be 
united, yet there is no need of acknowledging a fupe-- 
riority, and governing power in one over all che 
reſt, on which the others muſt depend, and to which: 
they muſt yield obedience. There is no mention, 
or ſuppoſal of ſuch an union in Scripture; there is 
not any footſteps of it in any of the firſt times of 
Chriſtianity. A profeſſion of the ſame Faith and 
mutual love, and a readineſs to admonitlh, adviſe, 
and help one another as occaſion ſhall require, and: 
an Adminiſtration of the ſame Ordinances 1n particu-- 
lar Churches, taking the Scripture for their rule and! 
meaſure in theſe things, is as much as is neceflary to the 
unity of the viſible Church, as made up. of particular 
Churches. Indeed if all Churches did agree that no-- 
thing elſe ſhould be required, in order to any ones 
being admitted to Divine Ordinances, but a profeſ-- 
ſion of the true Faith, and Univerſal Charty, and: 
the leading of an Innocent and unblameable Conver- 
ſation ; the Members of ſeveral Churches might _ 
calien. 
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abt, <a Wis hight cooduees mnch wy | 
cffe{tiig 'a "nearer and, raor © lirm Fr nion, among i 
Churches, -as Well as be a_means 10: bring in, allabe4 
Chtiftian"Subjects under- any, Government, ;toibe;jaf - 
ofke atifrhe fit Communion. Bur asthis, \natwinhe, 
ſtanding it might be uſeful, is. not. abſolutely. .negeb-! ; 
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as they uſually manage that charge againſt the 
Proveſiznt? 4 it is but (as the Learned Halen avant] it) 
a Theological Scare-Crow. commonly appear 


They 
rant of the thing, whilſt they ſo frequently uſe 
word. Abd what they reckon u >the gates gud 


viled le are made partakers — by hocghng © 
the Uniry of th Church, Varms 26 diſmal 

tions which accompany their ſeparation . 

they mention not any particulars , but whas are 
peculiar to the Unity, either of the Inviſible Church, 
or of the Univerſal Church viſible, which gomen IP 
—_ and with as eoermny 
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lng fabſetion, fo & to wy ops. of Rome; whereas 
ww is at beſt but a particular Church, and one that 
is more abundant! . than 


Clerks - the. ſeveral "gp 
you may di perceive every. 
of thee 1 and how juſtly Sbiſcs may pam. or 
that Church,” whoſe —_ are ſo ready to _ 
unto others. 

From what I have before obſerved. 
the Second Council of Nice, I think: it doth p 


appear, their ——— nothing leſs 


[187 
latry. But ſuppole they could clear themElves from 
Moles 1n./ EL ACER yer, 9100 fl Slap) Char. 
ged on, but proved aganlt that Church on oovy er ac- 
countsz,.as You may.ſce at large in the moſt Learned 
and Elaborate writings of Dr. StiV/ing fleet, Dr. Whit- 
by, | Dr., Henry-More, and the Biſhop. of Hereford. 
Now-..this charge reoaning good in any patticufar 
ſufficeth to.do their work for them, and jultifie a ſe- 
paration, ., Nay were that Church free from 1dolatry 
10 every inſtance, yet, ſhe may be guilty ih, fuch a 
manner-.another way.,.. that to refuſe Communion 
with her, cannot properly and truly be named'Schiſrn. 
Yea 1; further add, that what Church ' foever doth 
wpole any. Doctrine, as an, Article of Faith, which 
is,nor recommended to, us in_the Scriptures, or wy 
make avy. thing which, is-unlawful, a term” of, 
munion. with her, is lo abominably. corrupted, Far 
none may. lawfully joyn in Commugion with. hey, 
bur | have a good and. ſufficient warraryt-t O leparat e. 
This holds good in, reference to the boy AR mem 
bers of fuch a Church, much more; in reference. to O- 
ther, Churches, which, cannot ,be any further con- 
cerned. with. that particular Church, than they gre 
obliged: in, duty and Charity to,adviſe, and < 
vour her recovery : Unleſs they have ignorantly a gt 
unhappily ſuljefted themſelves unto. her, and myol- 
ved themſelves inthe ſame guilt. If they have done 
_ they ſtand. obliged to-continue in that ſtate of 
ſubjetion no longer than till their eyes be opefi, and 
they have power.and oppaepanicy to, caſt away that 
yoke, their-own abicon on the others imp} | 
ition | 
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feave thoſe which” are/ftubborn and dbRtinate, to be 
branded with, the tnarks of their 'own wickednel and 
1mpurity. | 1014 19. M098 
[am ſure the Church” of Rome 'is notoriouſly 
faulty. | Neither your Friend nor any othet-memiber 
of that Church, can 'prove 'any one” of thoſe Do-' 
&rines wherein the Church of Kopye doth differ from 
the Church of Exgland, to have been taught or' im- 
poſed as an Article of Faith, by the whole Chriftrzn 
Church, in. any of the firſt five hundred” yetts after 
our Blefſed" Saviours Aſcent 1 to Heaven's 5 no'nor-t 
any A e ſince. * | >a_[1142* 
I acknowledg the Roman Church doth profes all 
thoſe Articles of Faith, the Chriſtian Religion doth 
teach 3 but ſhe adheres'not to thefe only. -*She' utt- 
detrakes to add more DoQrmes, 'as Artides of 
thar' true Chriſtianity-or 'the Ancient' 'Deferidets' 


it, ever taught ot approved. Ard to' nialfe THOR Deur. 4, 


Articles of Faith than God his appointed; dothas 
much derogate from his Authority ,"a# to refuſe to',s 


admit any which he has inſtituted /as fiich, Nov 15-9. 


when that Church did' thiis impoſe any'ntw Articles, 
or made any uflawfil thing; a'term of: Cortmiini- 

on, ſhe ſeparated from the trae Chriſtizty Churth, 
which did ” nenther impoſe , * nor” admit atty* farch 
Articles or Things. ”” And' therefore th F” ac- 
knowledge the Church'of Rome was a'very 
pure holy Chriſtian Churctr,” though 'not the” only 
ow” that was 750 _ W orld; yet yet 1 know not atty 
reaſon, believe ſhe muſt - 
tinue Gn times and Apes; ef ly wal i | 
ſee ſhe has' aQtoally plaid the Wie! an and loſtther 1n- 
regtity. © Ler her Children and Favorites fay' what 
they pleaſe : Solioihng her” Purity and —— 
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L will no mare belieye, themagainſt evidence; :than I 
would have believed that lmpudent $hat, who. :told 
the Juſtice'it was/\mpolble ſhe ſhould have.a Baſtard, 
though the. Brat wasthen in preſence. > won 10 

In thefirſt and belt.timesof Chriſtianity the Church 
of Rome profelled all thoſe Articles of Fanthithe Church 
of England now doth, and none elſe, ſhenow profels- 
cth theſe, ;and a great many  more,;whichi were mne- 
ver thought of in the pureſt times of Chriſtianity; noe 
have apy. Foundation but her own. proud,.obfiinate 
and blinded will. So that the Church of Rome 3s.jult 
as unlike what ſhe formerly was, as ſhe  anlike* 
the Church of. England: now is, There 1s.:the ſame 
difference betwixt what ſhe now is, and what ſhe fgr- 
merly was, as betwixt a Woman whilſt ſhe.conti 
honeſt. and firm.to. ber Husband,. and whenſhe :pro- 
ſtitutes her ſelf. to. other,, mens. Luſts../ If -any'-time' 
can. be aſſigned: when thole ,Doftrines. and: Practices: 
which-are purely Popiſh, and-are now-itapoſed as: 
terms of Communion;with the Church of, Kome, were 
not received by the Chriſtian Church in general, nor' 
by-the Church of .Roamre in paetiouler ; (as 1 am ſure 
there may, and do think) it ſefficient to name at-pre- 
ſent the furſk 300. years after Chriſt; during which: 
time that Church would bave abborred the very nam-/ 
ing of ſuch things as are ſince-made equal to any Dis 
vine, [nſtuutions) then there; was-a. Church ,- yea! at 
Rome, from whoſe Unity the Church of Rome asnow! 
modelled did ſeparate. When ſhe firſt japoſed tho! 
Dodrines and unlawful practices, ſhe begars hceriSe- 
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We are (o far from being, Schiſmaticks; | we do.not: 
ſeparate from her in any thing, wherein ſhe is-cither- 
a Church, or Chriſtian. We receive all thoſe Articles 


of 
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of Faith-the \Charch: of Home" did er 
ſtian,oand -norie/ bur theſe” ' And corrl 

remain! the” ſaine! Chureb , — | 
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@ nee ptr thing thi an vochpat with ie 3Þ 
one::of | 
Churck-in any of the five firſt Contathls Arps, 
and his Apolttes. Not any: one,” is truly uſeful. 
the nv of true Chriſtiattity, ' or comin 
bleonan account. -Not any one of them, 
that: is row) an'/Hamane al. OE 

Nay-/fo: far/ is this charge 'of*” tn”: thy 
Church from being true; they'cannst pv 
it ſenſe; till they do/demonſtrate the Popes Su 
cy over;the Catholick Church diffuſive; Which 
believe all the Learned/ and conſidering men at: 
them 'do: deſpair -of 3-at leaſt" will, they per-, 
uſe that Accurate and moft LeartiedTreatife of Dr: 
Barrows on this Subjet. ''Wherem he'has demon- 
ſtrated how Groundleſs, Unreaforiable,” Abſurd, and' 
Fooliſh this-claim' is; to the-eternal fhatne of all that. 
ſhall pretend it any longer. 

Thoſe who- are Papiſts 56d live in this Ri done 
are undoubtedly chargeable with Schiſm\, "it 
lawful for ſuch i6-Ootdatnicace with us iy the ons, 
Publick Offices, - and they a&tually*doing fo, "til 
hibited by Pi#s V. who had as little right to-exerciſe- 
any Authority over any. of the 'Sabjetts of this Kin 
— as any” other man has' to govern: the who! 
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Whereas your:Frietd- ealleth te; Church of Rome 
he Moiber. of this.of England, he-might have done 
/well to_have annexed-his proof of it, or reaſon why 
he ſaid it... For my.,part I could never-yet fee any 
Argument produced, which did prove her more than 
a- {tep-Mather. _ As ſuch ſhe uſed us a great while ; 
But at laſt (God be praiſed) we arrived to ſuch years 
of diſcretion, as to underſtand our own Freedom and 
Liberty. _ We juſtly caſt off her Yoke, and eaſed 

our ſelves of her wicked and ungodly Tyranny. 
Mr. Thorndike was a man of gteat Learning and 
note : And does ſay, That they who ſeparate from 
the Church. of Rome':as Idolaters, are thereby 
Schiſmaticks . before God. But his ſaying fo, does 
not prove it. Nor doth he the Church of 
Evgland with. Schiſm herein, which was that your 
Jut Friend, pretended. _ Though Mr. Thorndike doth' 
wes endeavour in that Book, to excuſe the Church of 
lures. Rome from [dolatry 3 he ſeems to have altered his 
judgment before he died. Ard here it were well if 
Dr. T:2iſon thoſe who jo often alledge Mr. Thorndikes Fudg- 
— ment in favour of their Cauſe, would weigh the 
Y words of a Letter of his, ſaid to be written a- 
bout a year before be died. To pray to the Saints 
(faith he) for #hoſe things which only God can give, 
as all Papiſts do, is in the proper ſenſe of the 
words, Idolatry. if they ſay, their meaning ir by 
4 figure only, to defire them to procure their re- 
veſtr of God; how dare any Chriſtian truſt his 
Sonl with that Church, which teacheth that, whith 
muſt needs be Idolatry in all that underſtand not 
that figitte * What his' matureſt - jadgmient* was in 
this point, you -may-ſce_more largely in' the Con: 
ferences in Anſwer to T.G's Dialogue, © AN 
If 
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have been mb oo pom to have” Get 
other ſubje&, and not"haye' choſen the weakeſt 
of his Book: ' But forme men are T6 
to xdmire atd' imitate” others'of note,” offl pe eh the 
imperfections: like Ariftotles Shotar;” | 
itig his Vhalter ' ſtathmer "1m his difcburſs® 'tho 
that” was the” only inftarice 'whertin'he Was to 
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dangerous it is truſting your Soul in. that Communi- 
on, becauſe we gene 4-4 polſbility of Sal- 
vation to ſome in that Church, and how unjuſt, as 
well as uncharitable they be, in denying it to people 
in'our Churches, you may learn from the Reverend 
Dr. TiJot ſox in his Excellent Sermon on 1 Cor. 3. 15. 
A Sermon which were it but often enough read, and 
duly conſidered, would hinder any Proteſtant from 
religning up to the Church of Rome, and prevail with 
oy piſt, who has any thing of Conſcience, to relin- 
iſh Popery. 

y It mak care to adhere conſtantly to the Faith 
which was once delivered to the Saints, and to live 
Godly, Righteouſly, and foberly in this preſent 
world, and to depend entirely on the Merits of the 
Bleſſed Jeſus, and to wait on God Conſcientiouſly in 
his publick Ordinances, in any Church where the Pro- 
vidence of God ſhall place you, nothing being there 
made a term of Communion, which is not plainly 
(by which I mean in expreſs words, or by immed1- 
ate and dire& conſequence) forbid in the Holy Scri- 
ptures, you do as much to ſecure your Salvation, as 
is 0 , in the judgment of 


Your 


Moſt Humble and 
Obedient Servant, 


S. B. 


